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Ikit the degree of neglect into which they are
really fallen,   may perhaps be rendered still more
manifest by appealing to another criterion.   There
is a certain class of publications, of which it is the
object to give us exact delineations of life and man-
ners ; and when these are written by authors of ac-
curate observation' and deep knowledge of human
natures  (and many such there have been in our
times,) they furnish a more faithful picture, than can
be obtained in any other way, of the prevalent opi-
nions and feelings of mankind.   It must be obvious
that novels are here alluded to.   A careful perusal
of the most celebrated of these pieces would furnish
a strong confirmation of the apprehension, suggested
from other considerations, concerning the very low
state of religion in this country; but they would
still more strikingly illustrate the truth of the re-
mark, that the grand peculiarities of Christianity
ai*e almost vanished from the view.   In a sermon,
although throughout the whole  of it there* may
have been no traces of these peculiarities, either
directly or indirectly, the preacher closes with an
ordinary form; which if one were to assert that
they were absolutely omitted, would immediately be
alleged in contradiction of the assertion, and may
just nerve to protect them from falling into entire
oblivion*    But in novels, the writer is not so tied
down.    In these, people of religion, and clergymen
too, are placed in all possible situations, and the
ttOtttimenta and language deemed suitable to the
occasion arc assigned to them.  They are introduced
instructing, reproving, counselling, comforting.    It
ib often the author's intention to represent them
iu a favourable point of view, and accordingly he
makes them as well informed, and as good^Ohristians,
aa he knows how.   They are painted amiable, bene-
volent, and forgiving; but it is not too much to

